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foreword

The Government’s decision to lower the voting age to 16 in local elections has 

been positively received not only by young people but by politicians and the public 

in general. Important as the initiative is, it is only one step in the Government’s 

commitment to greater democratic participation and inclusive change for all. 

Central to the Government’s vision is a society in which everyone can actively 

engage with and participate in the democratic and electoral process. To support 

and facilitate such participation, particularly among young people, positive and 

direct action must be taken by Government. This survey of young people’s views 

on the electoral process and the European Parliament is both apposite and timely 

and a practical and positive example of how greater democratic participation can 

be further by Government action.

The results of the survey are both positive and encouraging as well as challenging 

in some respects. 

I would like to thank A©enzija Ûg˙aΩag˙ for conducting the survey and analysing 

the findings, and in particular I would like to thank all those young people who 

responded in such numbers and with such enthusiasm.

Chris Agius

Parliamentary Secretary for Research, Innovation, Youth and Sport
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introduction

Hearing and listening to the voices of young people, their hopes and concerns, is 

one of the central pillars of youth policy in Malta. It is also central and vital to the 

whole process of young people’s democratic participation and active citizenship 

at local, national and European level. 

In recent years, youth policy at European Union level has focused, in particular, on 

greater democratisation and social inclusion. The overall objectives of the renewed 

framework for European cooperation in the youth field (2010-18) are to create 

more and equal opportunities for all young people in education and in the labour 

market, and to promote the active citizenship, social inclusion and solidarity of all 

young people.

A©enzija Ûg˙aΩag˙ has undertaken a number of initiatives to foster active and 

responsible citizenship among young people: Structured Dialogue seeks to 

actively involve young people in debates and policy-forming dialogue in relation 

to the European youth policy agenda; the Youth Local Councils Project creates a 

space where young people can actively and directly participate in their locality; 

and the No Hate Speech Campaign aims to promote intercultural understanding 

and mutual respect particularly among young people.

This survey of the views of young people on the electoral process and the European 

Parliament is therefore part of an ongoing process of positive youth citizenship. It 

provides information that is positive, timely and challenging for all those involved in 

the European Parliamentary elections that will take place in May 2014. I sincerely 

hope that the findings of the survey will be a matter for consideration and reflection 

long after the election is over.

Miriam Teuma

Chief Executive
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Background and context 
of the survey

A©enzija Ûg˙aΩag˙ has taken a number of initiatives to enhance young people’s democratic 

participation and civic engagement. As part of these initiatives and in light of the European 

Parliamentary elections in 2014, A©enzija Ûg˙aΩag˙ secured EU funding under the Youth in Action 

programme for a project entitled Having your voice hear in Europe - through the ballot box.

The aim of the project is to promote European 

citizenship and strengthen the information 

and knowledge base of young people in 

Malta through their active engagement and 

participation in the democratic process leading 

up to the European Parliamentary elections in 

2014. 

The project employs a variety of measures - 

public events, publications, videos, vox pops 

and discussion fora - that aim to: inform young 

people of the nature and role of the democratic 

process at European level, the role of the 

European Parliament in particular, and the 

role of the League of Young Voters; highlight, 

through a vox pop survey, young people’s 

priorities and concerns and how they see these 

being addressed at European Parliament level; 

promote active engagement and dialogue 

- through public discussion fora - between 

young people and candidates for the European 

Parliament; and employ Youth Local Councils 

to mobilise young people at local level to go out 

and vote on election day.

The projected impact of the project is not 

only to inform and facilitate young people’s 

active participation in European Parliamentary 

elections but also to foster in them an 

appreciation and knowledge of the democratic 

process itself and its importance for their lives 

and that of their communities.    

As part of the project, A©enzija Ûg˙aΩag˙, 

employing its register of young people who hold 

the European Youth Card (some 3,000 young 

people) and its register of national and local 

youth organisations (some 100 organisations), 

conducted an online survey of young people 

between the ages of 18 and 30 during the period 

February-March 2014. 

In the survey, young people were asked to 

respond to a number of questions that included 

their age, sex, highest level of educational 

attainment, whether they were in education, 

employment or unemployed as well the 

following: 
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Did you vote in the General Election in 2013 

(if eligible)?

Do you intend to vote in the European Elections 

in 2014?

In general, are you aware of the role, structure, 

and composition of the European Parliament?

In general, are you aware of the role and 

responsibilities of the Members of the European 

Parliament (MEPs)?

Do you know the names of all or some of the 

current MEPs from Malta?

In general, do you feel that the European 

Parliament takes account of the concerns and 

aspirations of young people?

In general, do you feel that MEPs from Malta 

take account of the concerns and aspirations of 

young people?

Would you be willing to involve yourself in the 

electoral process for the European Parliament, 

through working for a candidate/party?

Would you ever consider standing for election 

to the European Parliament?

Would you consider yourself to be a European 

as well as a Maltese citizen?

In general, are you aware of your rights as a 

European citizen?

Would you say that your view of the workings of 

the European Parliament is generally positive?

yes no no comment

In addition, respondents to the survey were asked what national issues they would like Maltese 

MEPs to raise in the European Parliament.

In all, 709 young people (hereafter referred to as respondents) or some 1% of the total eligible 

youth to vote in Malta participated in the survey.
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results of the survey

Of the 709 respondents between the ages of 18 and 30 who participated in 

the survey, the majority of those who indicated their age, 60.2%, were in the 

18-22 age group with 26.9% in the 23-30 age group, while 12.9% gave no 

answer [Figure 1].

Slightly more than half of all the respondents (51%) were women [Figure 2], 

over 70% of all respondents had or were in third level education [Figure 3 

& Table 1], and almost 32% of respondents were in employment, while only 

3.8% described themselves as unemployed. The educational attainment of 

women respondents was slightly higher than that for men, but there was no 

significant difference in terms of employment [Figure 4 & Table 2].

figure 1: age

12.9%

60.2%

26.9%

no answer 23-30 years old 18-22 years old

malta
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figure 2: sex

figure 3: what is your highest level of education

51%

49%

females males

females

males

40%

35%

30%

25%

20%

15%

10%

5%

0%
secondary 

level
Post-secondary 

level
tertiary 

level
no comment

 secondary  Post- secondary tertiary no rePly

Males 3.4% 13.1% 32.3% 0.3%

Females 2.5% 10.2% 37.8% 0.4%

Total 5.9% 23.3% 70.1% 0.7%

taBle 1: what is your highest level of education?

3.4%

13.1%

10.2%

32.3%

0.3% 0.4%

37.8%

2.5%
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35%
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0%
education/

training
emPloyment unemPloyed

females

males

figure 4: are you in:

 education emPloyment unemPloyed

Males 31.1% 16.1% 2.0%

Females 33.4% 15.6% 1.8%

Total 64.5% 31.7% 3.8%

taBle 2: are you in:

The questions they were asked in the survey related to three specific topics:

• Voting in General Elections and European Parliamentary elections.

• The role, composition and responsibilities of the European Parliament.

• Young people’s participation and views and expectations of the European Parliament.

31.1%

33.4%

16.1% 15.6%

2.0% 1.8%
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Almost 79% of respondents indicated that they had voted in the 2013 General Election, with 

slightly more women than men voting. Only 3.4% of respondents did not answer the question 

[Figure 5 & Table 3]. When asked if they intended to vote in the European Parliamentary 

elections in 2014, almost 75% of respondents said that they would; while 14% said that they 

would not and 11.6% did not respond to the question. There was little variation between the 

responses of women and men [Figure 6 & Table 4].

voting in general elections and 
euroPean Parliamentary elections

yes no no comment

females

males

figure 5: did you vote in the general election in 2013 (if eligiBle)?

 yes no no comment

Males 38.6% 9.0% 1.4%

Females 39.8% 9.2% 2.0%

Total 78.4% 18.2% 3.4%

taBle 3: did you vote in the general election in 2013 (if eligiBle)?

39.8%

9.2%

9.0%

38.6%

2.0%
1.4%

malta
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figure 6: do you intend to vote in the euroPean elections 
 in 2014 (if eligiBle)?

females

males

yes no no comment

 yes no no comment

Males 37.4% 7.2% 4.4%

Females 37.0%  6.8% 7.2%

Total 74.4% 14.0% 11.6%

taBle 4: do you intend to vote in the euroPean elections in 2014?

37.0%

 6.8%

7.2% 4.4%

7.2%

37.4%
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60%

30%

50%

40%
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malta

In response to the question on awareness of the role, structure and composition of the 

European Parliament, 70.8% of respondents were positive, while 23.7% were negative in 

their response and 5.5% did not respond to the question. Interestingly, almost twice as many 

women as men were negative in their response [Figure 7 & Table 5]. There was a similar 

response to the question on awareness of the role and responsibilities of Members of the 

European Parliament (MEPs), with 71.8% responding positively, 23.5% negatively and 4.7% 

not responding. Again, significantly more women than men were negative in their response 

[Figure 8 & Table 6].

the role, comPosition and 
resPonsiBilities of the euroPean 
Parliament

females

males

yes no no comment

figure 7: in general, are you aware of the structure, 
 comPosition and role of the euroPean Parliament?

 yes no no comment

Males 38.1% 8.3% 2.7%

Females 32.7%  15.4% 2.8%

Total 70.8% 23.7% 5.5%

taBle 5: in general, are you aware of the structure, 
 comPosition and role of the euroPean Parliament?

15.4%

32.7%

38.1%

8.3% 2.8%
2.7%

70%

60%

30%

50%

40%

20%

10%

0%

80%
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females

males

yes no no comment

figure 8: in general, are you aware of the role and 
 resPonsiBilities of the memBers of the euroPean 
 Parliament (mePs)?

 yes no no comment

Males 37.8% 9.4% 1.8%

Females 34.0%  14.1% 2.9%

Total 71.8% 23.5% 4.7%

taBle 6: in general, are you aware of the role and 
 resPonsiBilities of the memBers of the euroPean 
 Parliament (mePs)?

62.2% of respondents knew the names of all or some of the current MEPs from Malta, 

with more women than men responding positively [Figure 9 & Table 7].

34.0%

37.8%
14.1%

2.9%
1.8%

9.4%

70%

60%

30%

50%

40%

20%

10%

0%

80%
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figure 9: do you know the names of all or some 
 of the current mePs from malta?

females

males

yes no no comment

 yes no no comment

Males 28.8% 13.1% 7.2%

Females 33.4%  16.5% 1.0%

Total 62.2% 29.6% 8.2%

taBle 7: do you know the names of all or some 
 of the current mePs from malta?

When asked as to whether they felt that the European Parliament takes account of the 

concerns and aspirations of young people, only a minority of respondents (37.4%) were 

positive in their response, while 44% were negative in their response and a significant minority 

(18.5%) did not respond to the question. Significantly more women than men were positive in 

their response [Figure 10 & Table 8]. 

33.4%

28.8%

16.5%

1.0%
7.2%

13.1%

70%

60%

30%

50%

40%

20%

10%

0%
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figure 10: in general, do you feel that the euroPean Parliament 
 takes account of the concerns and asPirations 
 of young PeoPle? 

 yes no no comment

Males 14.2% 28.5% 5.4%

Females 23.2%  15.5% 13.2%

Total 37.4% 44.0% 18.6%

taBle 8: in general, do you feel that the euroPean Parliament 
 takes account of the concerns and asPirations 
 of young PeoPle? 

When asked as to whether they felt that MEPs from Malta take account of the concerns 

and aspirations of young people, a similar pattern emerges, with 32.8% of respondents 

responding positively, 56% responding negatively and 11.2% not responding to the 

question. Again interestingly, over twice as many women as men were positive in their 

response [Figure 11 & Table 9].

females

males

yes no no comment

30%

25%

20%

15%

10%

5%

0%

35%

40%

45%

23.2%

15.5%

14.2%

28.5%

5.4%

13.2%
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figure 11: in general, do you feel that mePs from malta 
 take account of the concerns and asPirations 
 of young PeoPle? 

 yes no no comment

Males 9.4% 36.0% 3.7%

Females 23.4%  20.0% 7.5%

Total 32.8% 56.0% 11.2%

taBle 9: in general, do you feel that mePs from malta 
 take account of the concerns and asPirations 
 of young PeoPle?

females

males

yes no no comment

23.4%

20.0%

36.0%

3.7%

7.5%
9.4%

60%

30%

50%

40%

20%

10%
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When asked as to whether they would be willing to involve themselves in the electoral 

process for the European Parliament, through working for a candidate/party, 60.4% 

responded positively, 32.7% negatively and 6.9% did not respond to the question. 

Almost twice as many women as men were negative in their response [Figure 12 & 

Table10]. However, in contrast, when asked if they would ever consider standing for 

election to the European Parliament, 39.2% responded positively, 51.8% responded 

negatively, and 9% did not respond to the question. Interestingly, almost three times 

as many men as women were positive in their response [Figure 13 & Table 11]. 

young PeoPle’s ParticiPation 
and views and exPectations 
of the euroPean Parliament

 yes no no comment

Males 35.6% 11.1% 2.4%

Females 24.8%  21.6% 4.5%

Total 60.4% 32.7% 6.9%

figure 12: would you Be willing to involve yourself 
 in the electoral Process for the euroPean Parliament, 
 through working for a candidate/Party?

taBle 10: would you Be willing to involve yourself 
 in the electoral Process for the euroPean Parliament, 
 through working for a candidate/Party?

females

males

yes no no comment

35.6%

11.1%

21.6%

4.5%
2.4%

24.8%

70%

60%

30%

50%

40%

20%

10%

0%
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figure 13: would you ever consider standing for election 
 to the euroPean Parliament?

 yes no no comment

Males 29.3% 15.0% 4.8%

Females 9.9%  36.8% 4.2%

Total 39.2% 51.8% 9%

taBle 11: would you ever consider standing for election 
 to the euroPean Parliament?

Almost 80% of respondents considered themselves as being European as well as Maltese 

citizens, with more women (44.8%) than men being positive in their response [Figure 14 & 

Table 12]. 73% of respondents indicated that they were aware of their rights as European 

citizens, with more women (39.4%) being positive in their response [Figure 15 & Table 13]. 

females

males

yes no no comment

9.9%

29.3%

15.0%

4.8%

4.2%

36.8%

60%

30%

50%

40%

20%

10%

0%
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figure 14: would you consider yourself to Be a euroPean 
 as well as a maltese citizen?

 yes no no comment

Males 34.5% 6.5% 8.1%

Females 44.8%  4.9% 1.2%

Total 79.3% 11.4% 9.3%

taBle 12: would you consider yourself to Be a euroPean 
 as well as a maltese citizen?

females

males

yes no no comment

34.5%

4.9%

6.5% 8.1%

1.2%

44.8%

70%

60%
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50%
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20%

10%

0%
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figure 15: in general, are you aware of your rights 
 as a euroPean citizen?

 yes no no comment

Males 33.8% 11.4% 3.8%

Females 39.4% 8.5% 3.1%

Total 73.2% 19.9% 6.9%

taBle 13: in general, are you aware of your rights 
 as a euroPean citizen?

females

males

yes no no comment

Almost 65% of respondents had a positive view of the role and workings of the European 

Parliament, while 16.9% responded negatively and 18.3% did not respond to the question 

[Figure 16 & Table 14]. 

39.4%

33.8%

11.4%
3.8%
3.1%

8.5%

70%

60%

30%

50%

40%

20%

10%

0%
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figure 16: would you say that your view of the role 
 and workings of the euroPean Parliament 
 is generally Positive?

 yes no no comment

Males 31.1% 9.9% 8.2%

Females 33.7% 7.0% 10.1%

Total 64.8% 16.9% 18.3%

taBle 14: would you say that your view of the role 
 and workings of the euroPean Parliament 
 is generally Positive?

females

males

yes no no comment

When asked as to what national issues they would like Maltese MEPs to raise in the 

European Parliament, the dominant issue was immigration which was cited by 44.6% 

of respondents. Other related issues cited by respondents in order of priority were 

education (18.3%) and employment (15.6%), while civil rights, environmental issues, 

legislation of soft drugs and Gozo as a region each rated at under 10% [Figure18]. 

70%

60%

30%
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figure 17: what national issues would you like maltese mePs 
 to raise in the euroPean Parliament?

national issue %

Immigration Issues  44.6%

Youth Employment  15.6%

Civil Rights  7.6%

Environmental Issues  6.5%

national issue %

Legalisation of Soft Drugs  3%

Gozo as a Region  1.6%

Education  18.3%

Others  2.8%

taBle 15: what national issues would you like maltese mePs 
 to raise in the euroPean Parliament?
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A number of identifiable features are apparent 

from the survey as regards the voting patterns 

and intentions of young people in both national 

and European elections, their views of the role 

of the European Parliament and their attitudes to 

and expectations of politics at European level.  

With regard to voting in General Elections and 

European Parliamentary elections, the response 

is positive . Almost 79% of respondents indicated 

that they had voted in the 2013 General Election, 

while almost 75% expressed their intention to 

vote in the European Parliamentary elections in 

2014.

These finding are in line with the evidence which 

places voting by Maltese young people among 

the highest in the European Union.

 

70.8% of respondents were aware of the role, 

structure and composition of the European 

Parliament, while 71.8% and 62.2% of 

respondents respectively were aware of the 

role and responsibilities of MEPs and knew the 

names of current Maltese MEPs.

However, with regard to the European 

Parliament’s and Maltese MEPs’ responses to 

the concerns and aspirations of young people, 

attitudes were less positive. Only 37.4% of 

respondents were positive as to the role of the 

European Parliament and even fewer (32.8%) 

were positive as to the role of Maltese MEPs.

While 60.4% of respondents expressed a 

willingness to involve themselves in the electoral 

process for the European Parliament, through 

working for a candidate/party, only 39.2% would 

consider standing for election to the European 

Parliament. 

conclusions of the survey

With regard to the issue of European citizenship, 

the response was positive. Almost 80% of 

respondents considered themselves as being 

European as well as Maltese citizens, while 

73.2% indicated that they were aware of their 

rights as European citizens. 

Immigration, education and employment were 

the most important national issues respondents 

would like Maltese MEPs to raise in the 

European Parliament.

In general, respondents emerge as active in 

the electoral process at both national and 

European level and positively aware of the role 

of the European Parliament and Maltese MEPs. 

However, they appear less convinced of the 

Parliament’s and MEPs’ capacity to address 

the concerns and aspirations of young people. 

While willing to contribute to the electoral 

process, they appear less likely to stand for 

election.

They have a positive view of European 

citizenship, yet they appear to see the European 

Parliament as a means of addressing issues that 

are as much local and national - immigration, 

education and employment - as they are 

European.     

While the responses of both women and men 

are generally similar, there are a number of 

interesting variations. On awareness of the 

role of the European Parliament and MEPs, 

significantly more women than men were 

negative in their response. However, significantly 

more women than men had a positive attitude 

to the role of the Parliament and Maltese MEPs 

in addressing the concerns and aspirations of 

young people. Women were also considerably 

less disposed to actively participating and 

standing for election. 

malta
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